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IMPORTANT 


Mails are heavy. Avoid delay. Please co- 
operate with us 
am addressing all ministers’ and church 
cler! reports, tithes, payments on insurance, 
mission and orphanage monies to Houston R. 
Morehead, General Secretary and Treasurer. 
All orders for merchandise and ————_ on 
accounts should be addressed to the Church 
of God Publishing House, Tennessee Music and 
Printing Company, or the Lighted Pathway, 
according to kind of merchandise ordered. 
Address all aan egg Sees business 
to Business Manager, dges 
All materials intendea oy publication should 
be sent to Editor-in-Chief, Bright. 


CPP PIPPI LPILDI DIGI III DODO LID DIDI OLS 
DECLARATION OF FAITH 


‘ WE BELIEVE 
P om In the verbal inspiration of the 
e. 

2. In one God eternally existing in 
three persons; F on yal the Father, 
b Son, and Holy G 

3. That Jesus "Christ is the only 
begotten Son of the Father, con- 
ceived of the Holy . oy and born 
$ of the virgin Mary. t Jesus was 
crucifie’ buried, a “raised from 
the dead; that He ascended to heav- 
en and is today at the right hand of 
the Father as the Intercessor. 
+] 4. That all have sinned and come 


: repentance is commanded 
and necessary for forgiveness of 


sins. 

5. That justification, regenera- 
: tion, and the new birth are wrought 
by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to 
the new birth, through faith in the 
4 blood of Christ; through the Word, 
and , + ~ Holy Ghost. 

4 ‘ liness to be God’s standard 
of Ree ~y for His people. 
In the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost subsequent to a clean heart. 
; 9. In speaking with other tongues 
as the Spirit gives utterance, and 
; that it is the initial evidence of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immer- 
sion, and all who repent should be 
7 baptized in the name of the Father, 
; and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost. 
11. Divine healing is provided for 

ca the oe t. 

In Lord’s Suaper and 

4 wane oft the saints’ feet. 
13. In the premillennial second 
4 coming of Jesus. First, to resurrect 
the hteous dead and to catch 
; away the -ie~y saints to Him in the 
4 air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand years 

14. In the “podily resurrection; 
eternal punishment for the wicked. 
‘ eternal life for the righteous and 
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COVER PICTURE 


Our front cover is graced with the picture 
of the 1950 Sunday School Convention at 
Springfield, Mo. The following announcement 
will be of interest to you. 

America’s largest Sunday School 
Convention will be held once again in 
the “Queen City of the Ozarks”’— 
Springfield, Missouri, according to the 
Reverend Paul Copeland, Director of 
the Sunday School Department of the 
Assemblies of God. Dates of the giant 
convention, which has, in the past, 
packed out Springfield’s largest audi- 
torium, have been set for March 13-16. 

Theme for the 1951 Convention is 
expressed in the slogan, “FULL 
SPEED AHEAD!” “We believe the 
Sunday School has the answer to the 
world’s problems,” the Reverend 
Copeland states. “With another war 
pressing upon us, we feel it is time to 
accelerate the Sunday School pro- 
gram; to evangelize and train through 
the Sunday School; to offer to all men 
spiritual and moral strength which 
comes only from Bible teaching.” 

Of special interest at this conven- 
tion will be the study groups which 
will take up special problems of the 
various phases of Sunday School work, 
and will also discuss such things as 
absentee and new member visitation, 
literature, vacation Bible schools, and 
related subjects. Sunday School ex- 
perts are being called in from many 
outstanding Sunday Schools through- 
out America, and will be addressing 
these specialized groups. 

The convention is open to Sunday 
School workers regardless of denomi- 
nation, and a welcome will be extend- 
ed to all who are able to come for 
these important and significant ses- 
sions. Convention headquarters is The 
Sunday School Department, 434 West 
Pacific Street, Springfield 1, Missouri. 


TO ALL MY FRIENDS 


I take this method of letting you 
know that I have been sick for al- 
most three months, and this is the 
reason you haven’t heard from me or 
received my paper. I had a general 
breakdown in body, and I am not at 
myself yet. I desire your prayers that 
I will regain my strength so I can 
return to my work. I thought my time 
had come to cross over the river, but 
I could say with Paul, “I have fought 
a good fight; I have kept the faith, 
and I am now ready to be offered 
up.” I was making arrangements with 
my wife to take my leave when the 
Lord touched my body and moved the 
pain that seemed to be taking me 
away. Thank God, He is still in the 
healing business—L. G. Rouse, 2735 
Washington Ave., Knoxville, Tenn. 


VETERAN SHOWS GRATITUDE 


Grateful to the Frenchmen who risked their 
lives to hide him after he escaped from a Nazi 
prison train, James J. Sheeran, of West 
Orange, N. J., sponsored a campaign to send 
food and clothing to them in return. Three 
tons of food and clothing are en route to 
seven French cities. 

Sheeran’s mother was born in Ville-sur- 
Torbe, where she met and married his father 
during the First World War. The town was 
one in which he was given shelter after his 
escape. 








REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
PRAY FOR: 
My two unsaved boys to be saved; one of 
them to be healed.—Mattie Amos. 
A friend to be saved; two very urgent un- 
spoken requests.—Mrs 
cadia, Fla 


saved; my lost loved ones.—Dessie Martin, 
Gainesville, Ga. 

The healing of my body.—D. B. St. John, 
Bessemer, Ala. 

Me to have a closer walk with God; my 
brother to be healed and get to come home; 
my other brother and brother-in-law to be 
saved.—Mrs. Bessie Franklin, Turnerville, Ga. 

A friend.—Mrs. Wm. Roberts, Unaka, N. C 

My two sons who are in the Service.—M 
E. N. Wheeler, Deerfield, Va. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. Rowena Kil- 
mon, Newccmb, Md. 

My husband, who has convulsions of the 
brain.—Mrs. O. G. Hance, sage: sehr = 

My family.—Charles E. Mil Decatur, a. 

My unsaved husband ay Lottie Caudill, 
ee 

Me, my two daughters, one son, and their 
families. to be healed.—A reader. 

My three sons to be saved; our home to be 
restored.—A mother, Maryville, Tenn. 

Thue healing of my body; me to get a job; 
my friends’ homes.—Miss Florence Easter, 
Charlottesville, Va. 

My daughter to be healed of kidney trouble 
and saved.—Mrs. Mary Cotton, Gadsden, Ala. 

My son who is in service.—Mrs. M. P. Cox, 
a Meadows, Va. 

unspoken request.—Mrs. J. A. Douglas, 
Jellicoe 4 Tenn 

The healing of my body.—R. L. Henderson, 
Manilla, Ark. 

God to heal my husband; a way to open 
that we will get to go to church.—Mary Cleve- 
lend, Camilla, Ga. 

God to save my son who is in Korea and 
keep him safe.—Mrs. Marie Maden, Somerset, 


. J. E. Daughtrey, *@ 
The healing of my body; my husband to be 






Ky. 

Me to be healed of sugar diabetes.—Rosie 
Collins, Winnsboro, Texas. 

My husband to be released from the Army; 
us to be saved, sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost.—Mrs. Allen Handcock, Warner 
Robins, Ga. 

The healing of my body 


. I should like 
hear from someone in the Church of God 


I haven’t found a church here.—J. R. Holt, 
Benton, Ark., Rt. 3, Box 319. 

The healing of my body —Mrs. L. A. Brink- 
ley, Homerville, Ga. 

My little five-year-old grandson to be healed 
“ leukemia.—Mrs. A. L. Robertson, Selma, 
Ala. 

God to heal m my sister-in-law who is in the 
hospital.—Mrs. ric Spiva, Blairsville, Ga. 

My son and daughter to be healed pat, W. 
Dalton, Scottsboro, Ala. 

Me and my sister to draw closer to God; the 
healing of our bodies.—A sister in Christ. 

God to heal my little granddaughter.—Mrs. 
Lee Hall, Bogalusa, La. 
wer God to supply our needs; my body.—A mem- 

The Nesting of my daughter; my eyes.—Mrs. 
M. M. Mil 

My two ‘coms to be saved; their uncle to be 
saved; ~ husband’s health; him to be saved. 

—Mrs. J. Douglas, Jellico, Tenn. 

Me and ae loved ones; my home.—A reader, 
Albany, Ga. 
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SINNERS 


Friends, I am writing to you who are not Christians. 
I am sure you are aware of the fact that a sinner is lost 
now, and will be eternally lost if he does not give his 
heart to the Lord Jesus. To you, however, these should be 
precious words: “The Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” Let Him save you, sinner, today. 

The first thing I want you to notice is that the Lord 
Jesus “came to call sinners to repentance.” If you haven’t 
repented, I don’t care who you are, you are a sinner; 
and, “except you repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
Your educational, financial, social, political, or religious 
standing can never answer for repentance. There is no 
substitute. Repentance with godly sorrow is the only thing 
that will bring about the NEW BIRTH in a person’s life. 
When a person is BORN AGAIN, he is a NEW CREATURE, 
and as such has been changed from a sinner to a Christian. 
Has this happened to you? If not, you are still a sinner. 

It was sin and sinners that made it necessary for God 
to give His only begotten Son, “that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” It 
was Jesus who said, “The Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners,” and it was sinners who beat His 
back with many stripes, slapped His face, pulled His beard, 
spat in His face, mocked Him, put the purple robe on 
Him, crowned Him with thorns, laid the cross on His tender 
shoulders, nailed Him to the cross, offered Him vinegar 
mingled with gall for His thirst, thrust the spear into His 
side, and yet for all this, they heard Him pray, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Some of the worst sinners in the world are RELIGION- 
ISTS! There is a vast difference in being a RELIGIONIST 
and a CHRISTIAN. It was the RELIGIOUS SINNER who 
unintentionally passed one of the truest compliments on 
the Lord Jesus that was ever spoken, when he said, “Be- 
hold a man, a friend of sinners.” And the mystery of it 
all is that despite the terrible sins of the sinners against 
God and His Son, this friendly attitude stands. But, my 
friend, it will only last for the duration of this life. What 
are you doing with Jesus now? There is really but one 
thing to do, and that is to pray, “God, be merciful to me a 
sinner,” and know that if your heart is truly penitent with 
godly sorrow, Jesus will not turn you away. If you are the 
worst of sinners, you will be able to say with Paul, “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners: of whom I am 
chief.” That is, as Saul he was a CHIEF SINNER; but, 
after the Damascus Road experience, he was a CHIEF 
CHRISTIAN, and lived and died as such. 

Here is a question to consider, “If the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the sinner appear?” David gives a 
negative statement, “The ungodly shall not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the right- 
eous.” Therefore, “draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; be afflicted, 
and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning, your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” 


ANTI-PENTECOSTAL 


It is a pity that such a book as “The Holy Spirit, Who 
He Is, and What He Does,” by the imminent preacher R. A. 
Torrey, would be of such an anti-Pentecostal nature as 
to force discontinuing its sale here at our Publishin 
House. This is especially true since there is no subjec 
that any author could write on_that would receive more 
consideration and respect by Church of God ministers 
and members than the Holy Spirit. Yet, when you read 
the following, under the caption of “The Results of the 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit,” on pages 120-124, you will 
see why the General Overseer, the Business Manager, and 
I have joy agreed that this book should not be sold 
by our Publishing House any longer. 

THE RESULTS OF THE BAPTISM WITH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 
“What are the results of the baptism with the Holy 
pirit? The results of the baptism with the Holy Spirit, 
[= as set forth in the Word of God, are many-fold, but they 
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can all be summed up in one word, and that word is 
‘power.’ This comes out in the passage to which I have 
already referred, Acts 1:8: ‘Ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be my wit- 
nesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.’ 

“Just as surely as anyone is baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, he will have power, power for the work to which 
God has called him. Just as surely as anyone here this 
afternoon meets the conditions of the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit and is therefore ‘baptized with the Holy Spirit,’ 
there will come a new power into his life and service. 

“There needs, however, a word of caution to be said at 
this point, and not only to be said, but to be made clear: 
and to be emphasized, and that word of caution is, this 
power will not manifest itself in the same way in every in- 
dividual. That thought is developed at considerable length 
in 1 Corinthians 12; the classical passage on the whole 
subject of the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Let me read 
you verses 4-13: ‘Now there are diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit. And there are diversities of administra- 
tions, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of 
workings, but the same God, Who worketh all things in all. 
But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit, 
to profit withal, for to one is given a the Spirit the 
word of wisdom; and to another word of knowledge, ac- 
cording to the same Spirit; to another, faith, in the same 
Spirit; and to another, gifts of healings, in the one Spirit; 
and to another workings of miracles; and to another 
prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; and 
to another diverse kinds of tongues; and to another, in- 
terpretation of tongues; but all these worketh the one and 
the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally as he will. 
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of the body, being many, are one body; so 
also is Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; 
and were all made to drink of one Spirit.’ 

“Now what strikes one, or what ought to strike one, 
most forcibly in this passage, is the word ‘diversities,’ so 
often repeated, and also the words ‘to another,’ so often 
repeated. And the thought is as clear as language can 
make it, and very much emphasized, that while there is 
‘one baptism with the Holy Spirit,’ there is a wide variety 
of manifestations of that one baptism ‘with that one 
and same Spirit; that the baptism with the Holy Spirit re- 
sults in one gift in one person according to the line of serv- 
ice to which he is called, and quite another gift to another 
person, according to the line of service to which he is called. 

“Now that is the point at which a multitude of people 
go astray. They hear of some person who was baptized 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit for His own 
wise reasons imparted to that person some special gift 
for the special service to which he was called, and they 
think that if they are baptized with the Holy — they 
must have precisely the same gift that this other per- 
son had. But that is, as we see, entirely unscriptural; in- 
deed, it is clearly anti-scriptural. (Notice especially the 
two following paragraphs.) 

“It was at this point that I was tempted to go astray 
when I first began the study of this subject, a great 
many years ago. I noticed that in the second chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles, and in the tenth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, and in the nineteenth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, those who were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit ‘spake with tongues,’ and I wondered if every- 
one who was baptized with the Holy Spirit would not 
speak with tongues. And as I did not see anyone speaking 
with tongues today, I wondered if this gift was not confined 
to the Apostolic Age. But one day my attention was called 
to First Corinthians, the twelfth chapter, and I read 
the verses which I have just read to you, and discovered 
that while there was ‘one baptism with the Holy Spirit,’ 
there was a vast variety of the manifestations of that 
one baptism, and that it was distinctly said that to one 
was given ‘divers kinds of tongues,’ but to others an en- 
tirely different gift; and I also discovered that speaking 
with tongues was way down at the bottom of the list. 
And then my attention was fixed upon the closing verses 
of the chapter, verses 28-31, where I read: ‘And God hath 
set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, 
thirdly teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues.’ Here again 


(Continued on page 15) 
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“The scientific accuracy of 


the Bible is one of the strong 


arguments in favor of its divine inspiration.” 
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The MODERNISTS tell us that the 
Bible makes many mistakes in matters 
of science, in geology, astronomy, his- 
tory, biology, cosmology and geog- 
raphy. This is a serious charge to 
bring against the Book Supreme. If 
substantiated, it will be necessary for 
all evangelicals to modify their views 
in regard to the doctrine of divine in- 
spiration. 

We hereby accept the challenge and 
are willing to test the Scriptures be- 
fore the tribunal of Science. 

Let us introduce a number of com- 
petent witnesses whose scientific testi- 
monies are unimpeachable. Lord Kel- 
vin, a well-known name in scientific 
circles, who was president of the Brit- 
ish Association for the Advancement 
of Science for forty years, qualified 
and capable, said: “There is not a 
single portion of the Bible contradict- 
ed by a known fact of science.” 

This testimony in behalf of the sci- 
entific accuracy of the Holy Scripture 
counts for much in the court of in- 


quiry. 

Lord Kelvin’s statement in regard to 
the origin of life was a deathblow to 
the theory of spontaneous generation. 
He said: “That life comes from life 
and only from life, I am ready to ac- 
cept as an article of science valid for 
all time and in all space.” 

Dr. Augustus H. Strong, former 
president and professor of Biblical 
Theology in Rochester Theological 
Seminary, said: “We do not admit the 
existence of scientific error in the 
Scripture.” 

When William E. Gladstone and 
Thomas Huxley clashed over Genesis 
and Geology, they left the matter to 
the decision of Professor Dana of Yale, 
than whom there has never been a 
greater geologist. Acting as the arbiter 
or judge, Dana said: “I essentially 
agree with Mr. Gladstone. There is no 
contradiction between Genesis and 
Geology.” 

He also said in the last chapter of 
his book on geology: “This document 
in the first chapter of Genesis is of 
divine origin. It is profoundly phil- 
osophical in the scheme of creation it 
presents. It is both true and divine. 
It is a declaration of authorship both. 
of creation and the Bible.” 

But here comes the modernist Dr. 


Page 4 


She ESthle 
aud Scteuce 


By DR. ANDREW JOHNSON, 
WILMORE, KENTUCKY 


Harry Emerson Fosdick who unblush- 
ingly declares that the writers of the 
Bible were guilty of scientific blun- 
ders; that they thought “the earth 
was flat, that hell was a hole in the 
ground and that the sky was a solid 
crystalline upturned bowl.” 

Had Fosdick studied his Bible more 
carefully he would have known that it 
teaches the rotundity of the earth. Job 
declared: “He stretcheth out the 
north over the empty place, and 
hangeth the earth upon nothing.” 
(Job 26:7) The prophet Isaiah refers 
to the earth as a circle. (Isaiah 40:22) 
The writer of Proverbs mentions the 
compass or circle upon the face of the 
deep. (Proverbs 8:27.) 

Then so far as the blue-bending sky 
overhead being an inverted bowl of 
crystalline content, the word for firm- 
ament is not like the word steroma of 
the Greek or fermamentum of the 
Latin language, but is from the He- 
brew word rakia, which means ex- 
panse. So the heavens declare the 
glory of God and the expanse showeth 
His handiwork. (Psalm 19:1) 

Galileo discovered that the air has 
gravity. But the Bible taught this fact 
centuries earlier. “To make the weight 
for the winds; and he weigheth the 
waters by measure.” (Job 28:25) The 
most exact calculations for making 
weather forecasts cannot improve up- 
on the scriptural observation record- 
ed in Ecclesiastes 1:6: “The wind go- 
eth toward the south, and turneth 
about unto the north; it whirleth 
about continually, and the-wind re- 
turneth again according to his cir- 
cuits.” 

The Bible also gives a hint in regard 
to the existence of the all-pervading, 
luminiferous ether: “He spreadeth out 
the heavens as a curtain,” (Hebrew 
dok) literally fineness. It likewise 
touches on the double circulation of 
the blood. History accords credit of 
this discovery to Dr. William Harvey 
who in his day was scorned and ridi- 
culed by fellow scientists. 

Centuries before Harvey traced the 
red fluid through the arteries, veins 
and capillaries, the book of Ecclesias- 
tes revealed the secret: “Or ever the 
silver cord be loosed, or the golden 
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be 
broken at the fountain, or the wheel 


at the cistern. Then shall the dust re- 
turn to the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave 
it.” (Ecclesiastes 12:6, 7) 

Back in the palmy days of Alexan- 
dria, Egypt, the learned Hipparchus Es 
was the highest authority on astron- 
omy. He declared that he had care- 
fully counted all the stars of heaven 
and placed the number at 1,022, but 
Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, said: 
“The host of heaven cannot be num- 
bered.” 

Moses, the penman of the Penta-@ 
teuch and the jurist of the desert, re- 





cords the gracious promise made to 
Abraham in the following language: 
“I will multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven and as the sand which is 
upon the seashore.” (Genesis 22:17) 
One of the comforters of Job knew 
that the moon does not shine, but 
only reflects the light of the sun. 
“Behold even to the moon, and it 
shineth not.” (Job 25:5) 

How did Moses know that the dif- 
ferent constellations of the heavens 
shine upon different nations, proving 
that the earth is not flat? “All the 
host of heaven which the Lord thy 
God hath divided unto all nations un- 
der the whole heaven.” (Deuteronomy 
4:19) How did Job know the in- 
terior of the earth, as now taught by 
Science, is on fire? “As for the earth, 
out of it cometh bread: and under it 
- _— up as it were fire.” (Job 

Science now teaches that light is vo- 
cal. If the human ear were construct- 
ed minutely enough it could tune in 
and hear the delicate and delightfui 
music of the morning sun as he suf- 
fuses the liquid deep with rosy dawn. 
“Thou makest the outgoings of the 
morning and evening to rejoice.” Vo- 
cal with music! (Psalm 65:8) 

How did the Psalmist know the 
present scientifically accepted fact 
that a white mantle of snow upon the 
earth is as warm to terra firma as a 
woolen blanket to man in zero weath- 
er? “He giveth snow like wool: he 
scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.” 
(Psalm 147:16) 

How did Job know about T.N.T.? 
The divine mind, which inspired the 
Holy Scriptures, gave flashes of scien- 
tific truth far beyond the intelligence 
of the writer who put them on record. 
The following verses furnished the 
clue which led scientists to the inven- 
tion of T. N. T. “Hast thou entered in- 
to the treasures of the snow? or hast 
thou seen the treasures of hail, which 
I have reserved against the time of 
trouble, against the day of battle and 
war?” (Job 38:22, 23) 

The old Book, therefore, is up to 
the minute on science. The facts ar® 
not given in long, technical, jaw- 
breaking terms called scientific no- 
menclature. The Bible is not primarily 
a book on science, but when touch- 
ing scientific subjects, it is as true as 
the needle to the pole. It is not as 





the critics would have us believe, full 
of errors and mistakes. 

Some have tried to make out a case 
against the Bible by declaring tha 
theology resisted the advance of 
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science but was eventually forced to 
give way and beat an ignominious re- 
treat. We affirm that science does not 
contradict the Bible and will never 
triumph over it. 

The Genesis account of the crea- 
tion of man will eventually win over 
the evolutionary theory of the descent 
of man from the lower animals. In 
fact, science upholds the immutability 
of species which negates the theory of 
the transmutation of one species into 
another. The great scholar, Rudolph 
Virchow, declared: “Man is man and 
monkey is monkey; man can never 
become monkey and monkey can nev- 
er become man.” 

Joseph Cook, in one of his famous 


Boston Monday lectures, said: “I do 
not admit that scientific error has 
been proven against the Bible any- 
where.” He recognized the inspiration 
of superintendence as in Acts or 
Chronicles; the inspiration of eleva- 
tion as in the Psalms, and the inspira- 
pm of suggestion as in the prophe- 
cies. 

The scientific accuracy of the 
Bible is one of the strong arguments 
in favor of its divine inspiration. 

The hammer of destructive criti- 
cism in the hand of modern thought, 
with all its merciless pounding, has 
not broken a single fragment off what 
Gladstone called the Impregnable 
Rock of the Holy Scripture. 
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SALISBURY, N. C., 
CHURCH ABUNDANTLY BLESSED 


SALISBURY, N. C.—We thank the 
Lord for the abundant way He has 
blessed and is blessing the Salisbury 
Church of God. We have a nice new 
six-room brick parsonage which is 
modern throughout, and we are now 
worshiping in our new brick church. 
The church is incomplete; however, 
we are in the process of finishing it, 
and are making unbelievable progress 
due to the miraculous blessings of 
God, the capable management of our 

astor, Rev. T. W. Day, and the liber- 
ality of our members. We have just 
closed a two weeks’ revival, with 
“Happy Tom” Brooks as the evange- 
list. Many were blessed, with 11 mem- 
bers uniting with the church. Our 
last Sunday of the revival we had a 
record attendance in Sunday School 
and a full house at the evening serv- 
ice. Our membership has doubled 
since Brother Day began his pastor- 
ate here, which verifies the fact that 
we are extremely fortunate in having 
Brother and Sister Day in Salisbury. 
They, together with their musical tal- 
ent, have proved a great blessing to 
our church and city—Hermon D. 
Powell, Clerk. 


FCORIDA BIBLE AND PRAYER 
CONFERENCE 


The Bible and prayer conference 
which convened at the Buffalo Ave- 
nue church, Tampa, Fla., Jan. 9, 10, 
1951, has made a spiritual contribu- 
tion to those who attended which 
will be felt throughout the State. 
Following are some of the high- 
lights of the convention: 
Testimonies given by the ministers 
n the first service evidenced their 
concern for present world, spiritual 
needs and for their new consecrations, 
ane with power to cope with 

em. 

The opening service was keynoted 
by a three-phase sermon, “I Love the 
Church, Because”—by F. L. Braddock; 
“I Love the Bible, Because’”—by L. H. 
Qa. and “Ministers Must Pray, Be- 





ause”—by E. R. Anderson. 


Messages of ecclesiastical order 
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and practice were given by Rev. E. M. 
Ellis and Rev. David L. Lemons. 

Sermons to inspire evangelism and 
gospel extension were given under 
divine inspiration by Brother J. T. 
Roberts, state overseer, and Lewis J. 
Willis, National Youth Director. 

A sermon by Rev. J. Frank Spivey, 
“God’s Need of a Man—an Ordinary 
Man Like You,” climaxed the confer- 
ence, leaving us all with a feeling and 
desire to volunteer to be God’s man 
in our community. 

The singing, congregational and 
special, was the kind that will fill 
the archives of glory when the song 
of the redeemed is sung. 

There were praises and prayers, 
laughter and tears, shouts and sighs, 
as we were moved by the moods of 
the Spirit, all of which was to tem- 
per us for the task ahead. 

One of the most significant feat- 
ures of the conference was the pres- 
entation of a great army of evange- 
lists who propose to make war against 
sin and the devil. Evangelists and 


ABIES bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbpit 
ONE-MINUTE SERMON 


* 
* 
HEARTBURNS x 
St. Luke 24:32 * 

Two disciples walked the lonely x 
road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. ¥ 
They were discussing the current x 
events with much seriousness, as well »% 
as excitement. Their Christ had been *¥ 
crucified; their Leader was gone. x 

In the midst of bereavement and ¥ 
frustration, they waited—waited for x 
the enemies of Christ to strike next. y 
Whose blood would be shed next, ¥* 
Peter's or John’s? Then, at a time x 
least expected, it happened! The =» 
grave fell open; the Christ walked ¥ 
out. A strange paralysis laid hold on x 
the guards, and they became as dead x 
men. 

It was too much for the disciples. x 
Their spiritual discernment and ment- ¥ 
al capacity refused to expand and x 
grasp the significance of the time. ¥ 
Events as a torrential rainfall had x 
engulfed the disciples. Just within a » 
few hours Judas had betrayed the ¥ 
Christ, committed suicide and been x 
buried; Christ was condemned, cruci- ¥ 
fied, and it was reported that He had * 
arisen. How could so many things be x 
packed in so few hours? . 

Depressed, dejected, and confused, x 
the two disciples continued to walk » 
the dusty road to Emmaus. At this * 
point a stranger joins them and talks x 
with them along the way. As He ¥ 
talked, hearts began to burn. FROM x 
THAT CONVERSATION ON THAT x 
DUSTY ROAD DOWN TO THIS ¥ 
MODERN AGE HEARTS HAVE BEEN x 
BURNING WITH THE MESSAGE x» 
AND THE STORY OF THE RISEN * 
CHRIST!—Manuel F. Campbell. <% 

* 
* 
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pastors left the conference dedicated 
anew to service in the name of Christ, 
our Redeemer.—David L. Lemons. 








GIVE TRACTS TO ATTRACT SOULS TO THE RIGHT TRACK 


The Benefits of Church Membership 


by Rev. A. F. Newport 





Forgiveness 


... by Rev. J. D. Bright 





The Great Love Story... === 


ox by Rev. U. L. Hudlow 





The Resurrection of Our Lord ___ 


_. by Rev. H. L. Chesser 





Empty Seats 


._ by Rev. D. H. Delk 





Why the Knights of Columbus Advertise So-called Catholic Truth _____ by Rev. J. D. Bright 


Divine Healing 


by Rev. P. F. Taylor 





Jesus Christ, God‘s Son - 


- by Rev. W. G. Lighte 





Penknifers of the Bible ______ 


... by Rev. J. D. Bright 





When God Hides His Face 


by Rev. William Pospisil 





The People Get a Prince - 


ablated by Rev. A. M. Phillips 





Water Baptism 


by Rev. D. C. Boatwright 





The Must Experience 


by Rev. J. D. Bright 





An Asylum for the Overwhelmed 


by Rev. Joseph L. Milligan 





Sanctification - 


by Rev. G. W. Lane 





Can a Person Once Saved Ever Be Lost 


by Rev. L. C. Heaston 





Ten Bible Reasons for Believing in Holiness _ 


by Rev. J. D. Bright 





sinha by Rev. L. L. Hughes 





The Fall of Man and Its Effects 
Washday for Spirits _...___________ 
Tongues Shall Cease 
Backsliders ____. -alacsntaitaivan Silesia ieiuitici 


A Helpmeet for aan se. eas Wie 


The Rose of Sharon = 








“75¢ @ pound — 


.....-....-.. by Rev. Charles W. Conn 

; by Rev. Albert H. Batts 
. by Rev. Clifford Jinkerson 
..........--- by Rev. James L. Slay 
.............. by Mrs. P, W. Chesser 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 
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CHURCH OF GOD ORPHANAGE 
WILLIAM F. DYCH, Superintendent, Sevierville, Tennessee 


Last June most of our band instru- 
ments had arrived, and our director, 
Mr. Blackwelder, had his first rehears- 
al. We shall never forget it. Very few, 
if any, of the children had ever had 
a horn in their hands before. Nat- 
urally, they were all “trying them 
out,” and you can imagine what it 
sounded like. 

After several instruction periods, 
everyone noted considerable improve- 
ment. The children worked hard, and 
many practiced enthusiastically. In 
just six months’ time, they were 
ready for their first concert. 

During the Christmas holidays, we 
journeyed to the Holston Methodist 
Children’s Home in Greeneville, Ten- 
nessee, where Dr. Smith is superin- 
tendent, for our first concert. The 
children did very well, and enjoyed 
being with the children of that fine 
institution. 








Our second concert was at Bonny 
Oaks School, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
We arrived on the campus about 4:30 
p.m. A delicious buffet supper was 
awaitine us. Mr. Adamson, the super- 
intendent. and his fine staff certainly 
made us all feel at home. The children 
there were very enthusiastic about our 
band, and we had an enjoyable time 
together. 

Our next concert will be held in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, and we also 
have one scheduled for Knoxville. 

There are about seventy-five chil- 
dren participating in our band pro- 
gram. They are divided into three 
groups. Group One, which presents 
ag concerts, has about thirty-five in 
it. 

This project has done a great deal 
for our children and I am sure every- 
one will be proud of the fact that our 
Home has a fine children’s band. 








OH PRAISE THE LORD 


WINTER GARDEN, Fla.—I am so 
thankful that God wonderfully saved 
my soul and healed my body. He is 
all we need to look to for our healing. 
—Syble Martin. 

OMAHA, Neb.—I praise the Lord for 
healing me of dropsy. I was in the 
last stage of it—Harry Cole. 

LEESVILLE, S. C.—I am testifying 
to the gen | power of God. My child 
was sick with fever, taking the flu. 
I prayed for her and God healed her. 
—Mrs. Arthur Hopkins. 
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SENECA, S. C.—I praise God for 
healing my little niece’s mouth when 
we placed the Evangel on her. I also 
praise Him for healing me of a very 
painful stomach trouble.——Miss Fran- 
ces Cates. 

TRION, Ga.—I am glad and thank- 
ful to my Lord for sparing my life and 
giving me this wonderful blessing. I 
have just recently been reclaimed and 
restored as a member of the Church of 
God. I backslid after I got out of 
service after World War II ended, but 
during a revival by Brother G. W. 
Messer I was saved.—Edgar Allen Digs- 


by. 


REVIVAL FIRES BURN AGAIN AT 
LEE COLLEGE 


Earl M. Tapley, Dean and Acting 
President 


Once again God has graciously visit- 
ed us with a great revival at Lee Col- 
lege. Those who rejoiced with us at 
the great spiritual outpouring upon 
this campus last year will rejoice to 
hear that God is still with your school. 


On Sunday morning, January 28, I 
felt led of the Lord to announce that 
the coming week would be Spiritual 
Emphasis Week here at Lee College. 
Brother Ray Hughes was secured as 
speaker for the chapel services each 
morning. Brother Paul H. Walker de- 
livered the Sunday morning message 
and was to have spoken at the evening 
service. Many of the students who had 
been in earnest prayer over problems 
of grave concern to the college con- 
tinued praying throughout the after- 
noon, and by evening a great and deep 
moving of the Holy Spirit had come 
over the campus. The Sunday evening 
service consisted only of an altar serv- 
ice, and nine received the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost that night. 


Throughout the following week, 
Brother Hughes brought deep spiritual 
messages each morning. Many classes 
were dismissed and spontaneous spirit- 
ual downpours came, not only at 
chapel, but in classrooms, dormitories, 
and wherever students assembled. We 
lost all count of experiences received, 
but we knew of 25 receiving the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost. 

Classes are again operating normally 
at the College this week, but the 
spiritual tide continues to run high. 
Brother R. P. Johnson, whose presence 
on our campus this year has been a 
great source of spiritual strength, is 
speaking each morning at the chapel 
hour. These messages are leading those 
who have recently prayed through, to 
new and deeper experiences in the 
Lord. May we continue to have your 
prayers for the success of your col- 
lege. We want it to be in truth “God's 
School for God’s Business.” 
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Reports... 








MISSION SERVICE AT 
INDEPENDENCE, OREGON 


On Sunday, December 7, I left Salem, 
Ore., for an afternoon service at In- 
dependence, Ore. This was a special 
mission service, and never have I been 
to a greater service of any kind. God 
the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, with a host of angels, met 
with us in this great service. Once 
during the meeting I was sincerely 
asked, by a brother standing near me, 
if I could not feel the floor of the 
little church quiver. He wondered if 
the floor was not going to give way. 
More than once it seemed as if God 
the Father gathered everyone in the 
building into His arms and blew on 
us His holy breath, then set us down 
again with a greater love, a greater de- 
termination, and a greater burden for 
the lost everywhere. Truly, heaven and 
earth kissed, and we were in the mid- 
dle of the smack. 

Brother Kiel, a young minister on 
the Portland District, came forward 
and began to sing Vep Ellis’ wonderful 
song “There Will Be No Cabins in 
Glory.” From where I sat, I had a 
good view of most of the people. I am 
certain that as Brother Kiel so beau- 
tifully sang this song, the people’s 







Go.” As I gazed on the faces of these, 


@::" sang another, “I’m Longing to 


my mind dwelt on the beauty of holi- 
ness. Here it was before me: men and 
women one time lost, eternally 
doomed; men and women who one 
time gave no thought, no time, no 
money, to the black man of Africa, 
nor did they shed tears for the pover- 
ty-stricken heathens of India, but as 
I look at them today, they have found 
the Master; they are new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, not the old made over, 
but a new creation, with a divine na- 
ture; now tears are flowing, hearts 
are burdened, and dollars are being 
given to and for those they have never 
seen. Truly this is the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

I must not forget the climax of our 
service, the message and the offering. 
As Rev. F. W. Goff, our state overseer, 
came forth, every heart was full to 
overflowing. Before I go further, let 
me describe this wonderful man of 
God with just these few words. He is 
a large, muscular man, with the build 
of an athelete and the face and smile 
of a happy boy. As he preached, I 
watched his face closely and listened 
to every word. From his face came 


Or the love of God, and from the 
S 


ame face could easily be seen the pain 
and the burden that was in his heart 
for lost men everywhere. I have never 
heard a greater message at any time. 
I can only describe this message as 
being heaven-sent and Holy-Ghost- 
anointed. Long will this message be 
remembered. When the offering was 
counted, we had $202.84. You who 
know the Pacific Northwest readily 
understand that this was a_ great 
achievement. The people of the 
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Church of God in Oregon are few in 
number, but strong of heart. There 
are only seven churches in the State, 
and one of them just organized. There 
are, at the present, two new church 
buildings going up, one at Portland, 
where Brother Cowdell is pastor, and 
one at Silverton, where Brother Kiel 
is pastor. Limited space will not permit 
my telling you of these fine ministers 
in Oregon, but much is being done in 
every church. I shall mention our host 
pastor where the mission service was 
held. He is Brother John Stephens, of 
Florida, who is doing a grand - at 
Independence. To God goes all the 
glory for this wonderful service and 
all that is being done in Oregon. We 
remember that Jesus said, “Without 
me ye can do nothing,” but, praise 
God, through Him all things are made 
possible. Pray for us in the Pacific 
Northwest.—John Thompson, State 
Youth Director of Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington. 


GREENSBORO, N. C., CHURCH 
ON TELEVISION 


On Sunday, February 4, at 1:30 p.m., 
the Greensboro, N. C., Church of God 
presented a fifteen-minute program 
from the studio of WMFY-TV, for the 
“Televised Chapel of the Air.” The 
pastor, Rev. V. D. Combs, was assisted 
by his ladies’ and men’s quartets, and 
he used as his subject, “Christ for the 
Crisis,” based on Heb. 13:8, “Jesus 
Christ; the same yesterday, today, and 
for ever.” He has received reports con- 
cerning the program from _ doctors, 
lawyers, and professional men, as well 
as ministers from other denomina- 
tions. The size of the audience is es- 
timated to be between a half million 
and one million people. 

The plain face is often surprisingly beauti- 


ful by reason of an inner light.—Henry E 
Walbey. 


Mend your nets with prayer, cast them in 
faith, and draw them with love. 











EASLEY, S. C., CHURCH WINS FIRST PLACE IN CHRISTMAS PARADE 





Pictured above is the float that was 
entered in the Easley Christmas pa- 
rade by the Y. P. E. of the local church. 
The scene depicts the shepherds 
watching their flocks by night and the 
angel bringing the message of the 
“good tidings of great joy which shall 
be to all people.” Living characters and 
sheep were used to portray the scene. 
Those participating were: shepherds 
—Lonnie Gilbert, Willie Roach, Earl 
Hinton. Angels—Corrie Watkins (the 
message angel), Pearl Gray, Wadella 
Roach. 

Much interest and enthusiasm was 
created in the local church, and the 
city officials and public were greatly 
impressed. 

A man of high standing in the city 


‘ 


said that “it was the most wonderful 
scene that he had ever beheld in any 
parade. It was a sermon within itself 
and only the hand of God could have 
designed it.” 

Such expressions as “beautiful,” 
“wonderful,” “out of this world,” etc., 
were overheard. 

The interest, enthusiasm and reac- 
tion from this float far supersedes the 
cost which was only $24.00. This same 


float was used in three different 
parades. 
The Greenville—Piedmont paper 


carried the picture with the headline 
—‘Float Stands High in Parades.” 
Four different newspapers carried 
the picture and the stories—wW. L. 
Edgar, Pastor. 
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Understanding the Sunday School 
Standardization Plan 


By Lewis J. Willis, 


Introduction: Those organizations 
that have adopted a program de- 
signed to challenge their Sunday 
Schools to a standard of excellence 
are convinced more and more of the 
tremendous value of the project. The 
inspiring effects of its influence are 
seen not only in the hurried efforts 
to measure up to the standards but 
also in the rapid improvements in the 
quality of work done in the Sunday 
School. 

The Church of God is aware of the 
consequential value of the Sunday 
School to its progress. Anything that 
assists the Sunday School advances 
the church. Therefore, the church has 
embraced a standardization program 
for its Sunday School, believing it to 
be contributory to success. 

This is a first step on a long jour- 
ney. While this standard is only rudi- 
mental, it does offer a colossal chal- 
lenge to many of our Sunday Schools. 
However, the standards proposed can 
be met by a one-room Sunday School 
and is far from an impossible achieve- 
ment. It is hoped that every Sunday 
School will accept this plan as a lad- 
der to greater effectiveness and effi- 
ciency in teaching the glorious gospel 
of Christ. 

PURPOSE 


A “National Standard and Goal for 
the Progressive Sunday School!”—A 
standard for those who have attained 
to, and a goal for those who are yet 
climbing. 

A basic measurement or pattern 
has always been essential to achieve- 
ment and progress. The carpen- 
ter would not ow quite how he 
should build the house until he re- 
ceived the blueprint. He would be al- 
most helpless with the blueprint if 
he did not have the rule, square, and 
level. Yet, with a pattern and the in- 
struments of measurement, plus his 
willingness to work, he is successful 
in erecting a magnificent building. 

From the first day he progresses 
in compliance to a standard toward a 
goal! After the first week he is far 
from finishing the house, but he is 
certainly not discouraged. According 
to his rule of measurement, he is mak- 
ing definite progress. He visions the 
goal and keeps building! After con- 
siderable time, a marvelous building 
has arisen, from raw materials in 
harmony with a pattern through the 
assistance of measurement, to stand 
as a monument of usefulness to the 
carpenter’s vision and labor. 


The Standardization Plan is a pat- - 


tern to assist you in building a suc- 
cessful Sunday School. The standards 
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National Youth Director 


are instruments of measurements to 
aid you to the goal. You will not ac- 
complish the goal in a week nor a 
month. Is there cause for discourage- 
ment? Absolutely not! Remember you 
are building a beautiful, vital, and 
effective organization. You are build- 
ing a Sunday School; Sunday School 
builds lives; so, build it to be effi- 
cient! 

THE NATIONAL STANDARD AND 

GOAL FOR THE PROGRESSIVE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The following are the eleven stan- 
dards of the National Sunday School 
Standardization Plan, together with 
the requirements and qualification 
for each. 

STANDARD 1 POINTS 15 
AVERAGE SUNDAY SCHOOL AT- 
TENDANCE ABOVE CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP 
Rule: “The Sunday School should 
maintain an average attendance 

above its church membership.” 

The average attendance of the 
Sunday School must be above the 
average church membership for any 
designated time. Since, for this initial 
period, the grading will be done each 
six months, the Sunday School must 
maintain an average attendance 
above the average church member- 
ship for this length of time. Example: 
If the grading period was from Janu- 
ary 1 to July 1, the time lapsed would 
be twenty-six weeks. If the church 
membership has equaled an average 
of 100 for this interval, then the to- 
tal Sunday School attendance musi 
equal at least 2,600 or 100 per Sunday. 

This standard will earn for you a 
greater number of points than any 
other single standard. If every church 
member is present, the average at- 
tendance will be equal to church 
membership; but if the member 
brings his neighbor, it will be above 
church membership. Bring your 
neighbor to Sunday School every Sun- 


day! 
STANDARD 2 POINTS 5 


ATTENDANCE OF PASTOR, SUPER- 
INTENDENT, AND TEACHER 

Rule: “Pastors, Sunday School su- 
perintendents, and teachers should 
not be absent for more than six Sun- 
days during one year.” 

(A) The pastor must be present at 
least 46 Sundays during the year. 
This allows six Sundays for General 
Assembly, conventions, Regional Youth 
Congress, etc. Six Sundays is the ex- 
treme maximum a pastor should be 
absent from his Sunday School. 

(B) The general and departmental 
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superintendents must be present at 
least 46 Sundays during the year. This 
allows six Sundays for conventions, 
Regional Youth Congress, etc. Six 
Sundays is the extreme maximum a 
superintendent should be absent from 
his Sunday School. 

(C) The teachers must be present 


This allows six Sundays for conven 
tions, Regional Youth Congress, etc. 
Six Sundays is the extreme maximum 
a teacher should be absent from the 
Sunday School. 

Note: Because of the latitude of this 
standard, no proportionate credit is 
allowed. The pastor, superintendent, 
and teachers must be present, indi- 
vidually, 46 Sundays during the year 
in order to earn the five points. 

Exception: Fifty-two Sundays shall 
be considered a normal year, except 
when epidemics and acts of God 
(weather, etc.) make it impossible to 
conduct Sunday School. When this 
occurs, or where a Sunday School has 
been organized during the year, or 
where a pastor serves only part-time 
to the church, the number of Sundays 
the Sunday School has been able to 
function shall be considered a normal 
Sunday School year, from which the 
absences may be subtracted. Your 
state youth director shall be the judge 
in such matters. 

STANDARD 3 POINTS 10 
WORKERS’ MEETINGS 

Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
conduct Sunday School workers’ meet-; 
ings at least twice a month.” 

Workers’ Meetings must be con- 
ducted at least twice each month by 
the pastor and superintendent. All 
Sunday School workers should attend 
this vital meeting. In these sessions, 
Sunday School promotion plans, prob- 
lems, reports from teachers and vari- 
ous committees, instruction in Sun- 


at least 46 Sundays during the ven-® 


cussion of forthcoming lesson, etc., 
may be presented. 


day School methods and plans, dis- ot 
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The workers’ meetings are essen- 
tial to the progress of your Sunday 
School and _ should be carefully 
planned for by the superintendent. 
It will arouse interest and enthusi- 
asm among the officers and teachers, 
and challenge their best in all the 
activities of the Sunday School. By 
fulfilling this requirement, you earn 


10 points. 

Motto: “Planning plans to work a 
work.” 
STANDARD 4 POINTS 10 


TEACHER-TRAINING PROGRAM 

Rule: “All teachers must have a 
teacher-training certificate.” 

Every Sunday School teacher must 
qualify for a teacher’s certificate. An 
examination has been prepared by 
your National Youth Office on the 
Hurlbut’s Teacher-Training Lessons. 
When the student teacher has studied 
this text sufficiently to pass the ex- 
amination, a certificate is awarded. 
The text may be secured from the 
Church of God Publishing House for 
sixty-five cents. (Price subject to 
change without notice.) The examin- 
ation will be supplied, upon request, 
by the respective state youth director. 
When the examination is completed, 
it is to be returned to the state youth 
director, who will grade it and award 
the certificate. 

The validity of other certificates 
held by teachers will be decided by 
your National Youth Office. 

Motto: “Studying to show ourselves 
approved workmen.” II Tim. 2:15. 


STANDARD 5 POINTS 10 
REFERENCE LIBRARY FOR 
TEACHERS 

Rule: “Each church should main- 
tain a reference library for the teach- 
ers.” 

Each Sunday School must provide 
its teachers with a reference library. 
A minimum library must contain at 
least twenty-five books, including the 
following: (1) Bible Dictionary, (2) 
Concordance, (3) Commentary, (4) 
Bible Atlas, (5) Mission Book, (6) 
Pentecostal Doctrine, (7) In His Steps, 
(8) Pilgrim’s Progress, (9) Hurlbut’s 
Story of the Bible, (10) All Church 
periodicals. The other fifteen books 
must be approved by the pastor. 

Note: The required books afore- 
mentioned may be secured from the 
Church of God Publishing House at 
a nominal cost. Terms may be ar- 
ranged or a cash discount will be al- 
lowed. 

Motto: “Giving attendance to read- 
ing .. .” I Timothy. 


STANDARD 6 POINTS 10 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL-TEACHING 
HELPS 


Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
be equipped with the following acces- 
sories: Sunday School maps, black- 
boards, flannelboards, attendance rec- 
ords, absentee cards, and teachers’ 
quarterlies for all teachers.” 

The Sunday School must make 
available to the teachers the teaching 
helps described in the above rule. The 
teachers should be taught how to use 
these accessories efficiently and ef- 
fectively. 

Proportionate credit will be given 
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for the helps as follows: 








Sunday School Maps _____ 134 points 
Blackboards 124 points 
Flannelboard 134 points 
Attendance Records —.______. 134 points 
Absentee Cards _..________. 134 Points 
Teachers’ Quarterlies ______ 124 points 

. eee 10 points 





Note: These accessories may be se- 
cured from the Church of God Pub- 
lishing House at a nominal cost. 

Motto: “Tools for the workshop.” 


STANDARD 7 POINTS 10 
A PROPER CLASS FOR 
EVERY AGE 

Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
have a system set up for promotions 
from one class to another and should 
observe a Promotion Day biannually.” 

Each Sunday School must observe a 
Promotion Day twice a year. Through 
this procedure, those of singular ages 
are put together to afford most ef- 
fective teaching. If the range of ages, 
in the classes, is too wide, it is im- 
possible to hold the interest of all. 
The teaching will either be so simple 
the older ones will not be interested, 
or it will be so difficult the younger 
ones cannot comprehend. However, 
with each age group in its proper 
class, the teaching may be done ef- 
ficiently. It is most necessary that a 
system of proper grouping be main- 
tained in the Sunday School. Suggest- 
ed Promotion Day dates are January 


1 and July 1. 
In the smaller Sunday School, the 
minimum requirement for proper 


grouping would be four classes. They 
Should be arranged as follows: 
Class 1, ages 3-9; Class 2, ages 9-13; 
Class 3, ages 13-17; Class 4, ages 17 
and over. 

In the average Sunday School, the 
minimum requirement would be sev- 
en groupings. They should be as fol- 
lows: Cradle Roll, ages 0-3; Beginner, 
ages 3-6; Primary, ages 6-9; Juniors, 
ages 9-13; Intermediates, ages 13-17; 
Senior, ages 17-25; Adults, ages 25 
and over. 

In the larger Sunday Schools, the 
groupings may be divided as follows: 
Beginners and Primaries, a class of 
each age, 3 through 9; Juniors, Inter- 
mediates, and Seniors (divide the 
boys and girls); Young people (di- 
vide the married and single couples) ; 
Adults (divide the men and women). 

Note: It is best to divide the junior 
boys and girls as quickly as possible 
even in the smaller Sunday School. 


STANDARD 8 POINTS 5 
SUNDAY SCHOOL EXTENSION 
DEPARTMENT 

Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
have a Home-Extension Department.” 

Each Sunday School should main- 
tain an active extension depart- 
ment. Sunday School extension is the 
most neglected phase of Sunday 
School work. Yet, it offers one of the 





greatest opportunities to do effective 
work for Christ. As long as there are 
people who cannot attend Sunday’ 
School,- there is work for the Ex- 
tension Department to accomplish. 
Its growth is not thwarted by in- 
adequate classroom accessories, be- 
cause it has no need of them. Its ef- 
fectiveness is limited only by the 
willingness of the workers to accept 
the challenge. 

The field for extension department 
activities is “white unto harvest.” 
There are the shut-ins, aged, hospital 
patients, nurses, watchmen, inmates 
of institutions, and many others who 
await help. It was the Lord who said, 
“ _..I1 was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 
Matt. 25:35. 

The Extension Department members 
are members of the Sunday School; 
however, they are NOT to be counted 
in “ATTENDANCE TODAY” on the 
record board. No one should be 
counted in Sunday School who is not 
in the building. Your Extension De- 
partment secretary will keep accurate 
record and report it to the home Sun- 
day School. A space is arranged on 
the monthly report to the state 
youth director for this report, also. 

Motto: “Shut-in, but not shut-out.” 


STANDARD 9 POINTS 10 

DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
conduct a Daily Vacation Bible 
School.” 

Each Sunday School must make the 
Daily Vacation Bible School a part of 
its year’s program. The Daily Va- 
cation Bible School should become an 
essential to Sunday School work in- 
stead of “something extra.” Perhaps 
there is no single project that adds 
as much to the teaching ministry of 
the Sunday School as the Daily Va- 
cation Bible School. One school af- 
fords as much teaching time as a 
whole Sunday School year! 

Prior to Daily Vacation Bible 
School season, your state youth direc- 
tor will announce the Daily Vacation 
Bible School materials that have been 
suggested for the current year. There 
will be one course designed for those 
Sunday Schools of limited finances, 
and one of more elaborate propor- 
tions. It must be understood, however, 
that no church should fail to conduct 
a Daily Vacation Bible School, re- 
gardless of limited finances. If only 
a Bible, chorus book, and old Sunday 
School literature are available, a 
school should be taught. It will amaze 
you how well you will do and how 
much you will accomplish! ; 
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Motto: 
day School 
Bible School.” 


STANDARD 10 Points 10 


HOME VISITATION GROUPS 

Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
have active home visitation groups.” 

Each Sunday School must maintain 
active visitation groups. The visita- 
tion group differs from the Extension 
Department in. that the Extension 
Department carries Sunday School to 
those who cannot attend, and visita- 
tion group recruits for Sunday School 
those who can attend. This is a most 
vital work, for nothing affects like 
the personal touch. 

Every absentee should be visited 
promptly. Each new family should be 
contacted and invited to the Sunday 
School. Periodically, every community 
should be canvassed for new Sunday 
. School pupils. Keep your visitation 
group active, and your Sunday School 
will G-R-O-W! 

Motto: “The personal word recruits 
for the Sunday School.” 


STANDARD 11 POINTS 5 
REPORT REGULARLY ON TIME 


Rule: “Each Sunday School should 
report regularly to the state youth 
director on time.” 

Each Sunday School secretary must 
have the monthly report to the state 
youth director postmarked not later 
than the fifth of the following month. 
It is very necessary that the reports 
be mailed regularly so that current 
records may be accessible to your 
state youth director at all times. It 
is also very important that the re- 
ports be mailed by the fifth of the 
month so that your state youth di- 
rector may compile his report to the 
general office on time. 

The Sunday School Model Record 
Book for weekly data is available at 
the Church of God Publishing House 
for seventy-five cents. (Prices sub- 
ject to change without notice.) A 
monthly report book for reporting to 
the state youth director will be fur- 
nished free, upon request, by the state 
youth director. 


Motto: “From country or town, the 
report has been mailed when the fifth 
comes around.” 


GRADING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The grading of the Sunday School, 
in compliance with the Standardiza- 
tion Plan for this initial period, is 
done each six months. The dates for 
the gradings are January 1 and July 
1. Just prior to the time of grading, 
a check-up report, or questionnaire, 
is sent to each local Sunday School 
with questions related to the eleven 
standards of the Standardization 
Plan. These questions are to be an- 
swered and the report returned to the 
state youth director. 

The schools which grade 100 will 
be awarded a AA classification. Those 
schools which grade 85-100 will re- 
ceive an A Classification. For those 
grading 65-85, a B classification will 
be awarded. Those schools which 
grade under 65 will be awarded a C 
classification. 

The classification card is a very 


“Supplementing the Sun- 
with a Daily Vacation 
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lovely arrangement in four colors, 
with the Church emblem as a back- 
ground. Any Sunday School will cer- 
tainly be very happy to receive such 
a distinctive award. 


GETTING STARTED 


Understand the Standardization 
Plan thoroughly before introducing it 
to the Sunday School. The pastor and 
Sunday School superintendent should 
make close study of each standard 
and its requirement. If there is any 
phase of the plan that is not clearly 
understood, contact the state youth 
director for additional information. 

When the administrative officers 
clearly understand the plan, a work- 
ers’ meeting should be called and 
the program presented in detail to 
them. The complete understanding, 
active interest and enthusiasm of the 
work is essential to successful pro- 
motion of the project. 

The plan should be launched at che 
first of the quarter. Do not project all 
of the standards on the first Sun- 
day! Take them one at a time and 


build solidly. Understand the impor- 
tance of the work you are doing and 
proceed aggressively, yet wisely. 


Conclusion: EXCUSE YOUR EX- 
CUSES, AND LET’S GET THE JOB 
DONE! 


OUR STRONG LINE OF DEFENSE 

















NEW CHURCHES 


Easley, S. C., District, W. L. Edgar, 
district overseer, leads in the number 
of churches organized since the Assem- 
bly. Cateechee was organized Septem- 
ber 3, 1950, with thirteen members. 
This new church has purchased prop- 
erty and has a building in which 
to worship. Brother J. B. Sloan is 
pastor of this new work. Bethany, 
another new church on the Easley 
District, was organized September 17, 
1950, with fifteen members; Brother 
J. B. Eades is the pastor of this new 
work. They have erected a very beaut- 
iful frame church building, and the 
reports coming in to the state office 
are good. 

The Green District, Clyde Ogle, dis- 
trict overseer, has a new church at 
Duncan. This work was organized 
November 12, 1950, with fifteen mem- 
bers. Brother P. W. Edwards is pas- 
tor, and the reports are very encour- 
aging. 

Walhalla District, W. D. Childers, 
district overseer, organized a new 
church November 19, 1950, at Issa- 
Quena, with 13 members. Brother F. B. 
Gravitt is pastoring this new work 
and he reports good interest and a 
growing Sunday School. 

Three cheers to the workers who 
are responsible for these new church- 
es! And it is the sincere hope of your 
state overseer that each district in 
the State will gain at least one new 
church this year; also, that every 
church with a strong membership and 
a surplus of tithes will mother a new 
church. It is so necessary that we give 
full account of our stewardship now; 
there is so much to do and it seems 
the time is so short. Will any refuse 
to rally around the standard of the 
Lord Jesus or refuse to do their ut- 
most to carry or help others carry 
this message of good news to those 
who have not heard? 


The primary purpose and objective 


of the Church of God should be to so 


organize our talent and utilize our 


resources that when the Good Shep- 
herd shall appear, we may meet Him 
unashamed.—State Overseer, John L. 
Byrd. From South Carolina News. 





KNOW SOMETHING GOOD 
ABOUT YOU 
(Author Unknown) 


Wouldn’t this old world be better 
If the folks we meet would say, 

“I know something good about you,” 
And then treat us just that way? 


Wouldn’t it be fine and lovely 

If each hand clasp warm and true 
Carried with it this assurance, 

“I know something good about you’’? 


Wouldn’t life be lots more happy, 
If the good thoughts in us all 
Were the only things about us 
That folks bothered to recall? 


Wouldn't life be lots more happy, 
If we praised the folks we see; 
For there’s such a lot of goodness 
In the worst of you and me? 


Wouldn’t it be fine to practice 
That nice way of thinking, too: 
You know something good about me, 
I know something good about you? 


Sb bib bbb bbb bbb bt ab tt 


IT HAPPENED IN GEORGIA 
By FRED W. McWHORTER 


My book entitled “It Happened in 
Georgia” is now off the press. This 
book tells of one of the vilest perse- 
cutions the Church of God has ever 
suffered in the United States. The 
book has many heart-stirring pictures 
that were made during the persecu- 
tion. It tells all about my arrest twice 
and what followed each time. This 
entire book is a soul-stirring message 
that you will never forget. The pic- 
ture in the book of the church will 
show you how God answered prayer 
and helped a small group of people 
build one of the nicest buildings in 
Georgia, against hopeless odds. 
Price $1.00. Order from the Church 
of God Publishing House, Montgomery 
Ave., Cleveland, Tenn., or Rev. Fred 
W. McWhorter, Box 293, Heflin, Ala. 
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False Doctrines that Send Men to Hell 


A RADIO MESSAGE BY EVANGELIST BILLY SUNDAY MYERS 
) * My text is 2 Peter 2:1-3: “But there 


were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies (the 
margin reads, ‘heresies of perdition,’ 
i.@., false doctrines that send men to 
hell), even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon them- 
selves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by 
reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of. And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: 
whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not.” 

In our very eyes, my friends, this 
apostolic prediction is being fulfilled. 
False prophets are swarming over this 
whole earth like locusts in Egypt; 
and the text before you informs us 
that they are the popular influential 
preachers, much beloved and appreci- 
ated by the masses. Christ said to His 
disciples, “Woe unto you when all 
men speak well of you, for so they 
spoke of the false prophets that were 
before you.” Now you can see from 
this that the false prophets are the 
beloved pastors, well spoken of, while 
God’s true and holy preachers are cog- 
nomened “cranks and fanatics,” dis- 
turbing the church with their gospel 
dynamite, and suffering great re- 
proach and persecution at the hand 
of hypocrites. 

But how may we know them when 
we meet them? Very easily. They are 
known by their fruits. Their pulpits 
are de-gospelized and their lives de- 
spiritualized. They preach a sinning 
religion always. Why? Because they 
know that all others know they prac- 
tice sin; so, to justify themselves and 
retain face with the people, they try 
to make you believe the Bible teaches 
a sinning religion and God acquiesces 
with them in it. The Bible teaches no 
such tommyrot. These false prophets 
tell you that you MUST sin, but never 
has God said that you MUST sin. 

I have a book written by one of the 
nation’s popular preachers, and in it 
he says, “Little did I know that after 
my conversion there still remained 
in my flesh a nature as vile as the 
vilest criminal.” My Lord and my God, 
save this poor preacher from 
that indwelling criminal that is 


as desperate as Cain who slew 
righteous Abel! God is a trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


The first dispensation recognized 
pre-eminently the Fatherhood of God, 
and for four thousand years the devil 
fought the Fatherhoood of God and 
received universal recognition in the 
false prophets that covered the globe. 
The next dispensation recognized the 
Christhood of Jesus, the Son of God 
in His glorious incarnation, The devil 
then, through bogus and counterfeit 
priests and prophets, turned all hell 
loose against the Christhood of Jesus, 
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actually hanging Him on a tree, 
where He bled and died. We are now 
in the devil’s last war effort, i.e., 
against the Holy Ghost, the third per- 
sonaity of God Almighty. The devil 
is stirring earth and hell against the 
Holy Ghost; but praise God, the devil 
is sure to suffer signal defeat on this 
battlefield, and when he does, down 
from heaven will come God’s “police 
angel” and lock him fast in hell. 

The false teachers of today are 
preaching a sinning religion and 
fighting holiness and the mighty bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost, just as their 
predecessors in the early periods 
fought the Fatherhood of God and 
the Christhood of Jesus. What does 
the text say of them? “In their cov- 
etousness they will sell you by their 
soft words.” Can’t you see, these anti- 
holiness soft-soapers please the people 
by preaching a gospel which tolerates 
Sin in the life, and in this way they 
sell their congregations for money. 
What a fearful picture! How many 
preachers, if paid enough money, will 
let their own members go to hell 
without warning? In their covetous- 
ness, i.e., in their insatiate desire for 
money, they sell the people to the 
devil by their soft words. 

Now observe what they do: 1. 
“THEY SPEAK EVIL OF THE WAY 
OF TRUTH.” This means that they 
fight and knock at holiness and the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. One big, 
high-steeple, metropolitan plug-hat 
said, “The tongues movement is of 
the devil.” But this same big wiseacre 
also said, “So long as we are in this 
lower world our flesh will be vile 
and unavoidably sinful.” I say then, 
if our flesh is unavoidably sinful, why 
does he fight speaking in tongues? 
Maybe that is one of the unavoidables. 
If a man just must sin, upon what 
authority do you condemn any sin? 
If man is left in such a state that he 
cannot help but sin, he is as apt to do 
one sin as another; but if God can 
save us from one sin, He can save us 
from all sin. But these horned holiness 
fighters tell us that we can be saved 
from our greater sins, but not from 
our little ones. This is enough to 
make the horses laugh. If God can 
save and does save from the bigger 
sins, how much more from the little 
ones? How does this sound: “This old 
body, which sins every day, in 
thought, word, and deed, is the dwell- 
ing place of the Holy Ghost.” I ask, 
how does that sound? Then, how does 
this sound? “In my body is a vile 
nature as desperate as the vilest crim- 
inal, yet this same body is God’s 
dwelling house.” It doesn’t sound 
right, does, it? Yet, this is exactly 
what the holiness fighters teach. All 
this lacks being presumptuous blas- 
phemy is the element of ignorance it 
contains. This doctrine which holds 
that God gives the Holy Spirit to 
those with vile and sinful natures is 
the devil’s horrific hell-trap; it is in- 


fidelity in the sacred pulpit, which, if 
a man is entangled therein, will send 
him to hell at race-horse speed. 

Jesus said, “You cannot put ‘new 
wine’ into ‘old bottles.’” The new wine 
represents the Spirit of God, more 
properly, the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. The old bottle has reference to 
the old nature, old carnal nature, de- 
nominated ‘old’ because it is as old as 
the devil himself. The Bible and ex- 
perimental application is very plain: 
you cannot put the new wine of God’s 
Spirit into people until their nature 
has been made new in the sanctifying 
grace of God. The modern churches 
are filled with old “dry-hides,” limp, 
lame, and distempered, and all 
crushed -beneath mountains of time- 
serving carnal policy. The bottles in 
Jesus’ day were made of animal skins. 
Old bottles meant old, dry hides— 
hides that wouldn’t expand and adjust 
themselves to the new wine. 

Why is modern religion so dead, 
dumb, and dry? Why do our high re- 
ligious professors refuse to bend to 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit? It 
is because their nature has never 
been “renewed in the image of God.” 
They are baked in the devil’s 
oven of Laodicean lukewarmness: all 
bogged down in the mire of Antino- 
mian gnosticism and Nicolaitan hum- 
buggery—not a spark of ‘spiritnality 
in a million miles of it. 

Years ago, the old gang down in 
Georgia decided to make themselves 
some “home-brew.” But before fer- 
mentation had finished, they corked it 
tight in some big stiff-necked bottles, 
and hid it deep in the back room 
which one of the boys claimed for 
himself, exclusively. But about three 
o’clock in the morning there was a 
great explosion which shook the whole 
house, and aroused the entire family. 
With a wild rush to the boy’s room, 
they found shattered glass, bottle 
stoppers, and home-brew all over the 
floor, walls, and window curtains. 
Now—this just about illustrates what 
would happen if God should pour out 
His Holy Spirit in some of our modern, 
high-steepled churches. Rum and 
beer, bingo and card tables, Q-sticks, 
and billiard balls, high-feathered 
hats, Egyptian ear bobs, and boar- 
teeth beads would fly sky high. 

But some will say, “Oh, we believe 
in the baptism of the Holy Ghost, but 
we got that when we received regen- 
eration.” You remind me of the man 
sitting in the hotel lobby and com- 
plaining, “When do we eat dinner?” 
With an angry tone of voice the hotel 
keeper exclaimed, “This hotel always 
feeds its occupants; but for your in- 
formation, sir, let me remind you that 
you ate your dinner when you ate 
your breakfast.” Of course, the man 
had scholarly balance enough to know 
that he had been concocted into a 
stratagem to cheat him out of his 
dinner, so he reached for his hat and 
anon bids that hotel good-by for time 
and eternity. Now if you are hungry 
for God’s blessing, dear friends, re- 
member He does not feed you all at 
one time. 

(To be continued next week.) 
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CHRISTIANITY CHALLENGED BY 
TWO GREAT NATIONS 


Office of Affairs 
National Association of Evangelicals 
542 South Dearborn St., Chicago 5, 
Illinois 

February 1, 1951 


REPORT ON INDIA—This land of 
330 million people, living in 700,000 
villages, is the greatest single mission 
field in the world. Of the scores of 
missionaries active in the field, not 
all preach salvation through the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

Five hundred states of India are 
without a gospel witness. The Chris- 
tians in India are asking the following 
questions: “Is the day of missions 
past? Can we hope for a revival? How 
long will it be before Communism 
comes sweeping in from the North?” 

A great evangelistic movement in 
India is possible if evangelicals will 
pray and work together. The unifying 
force in India at present is the Na- 
tional Christian Council, representing 
95% of all Protestant missions. This 
Council, restricted by its constitution 
from acting in the fields of mission 
policy or theology, is not as powerful 
as it could be. 

The leaders of India are in agree- 
ment that their primary needs are: 

1. Conferences on the deepen- 
ing of spiritual life and aggressive 
evangelism. 

2. Evangelical literature. 

3. Evangelical education insti- 
tutions. 

As a result of conferences held by 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor and Dr. J. Elwin 
Wright during the latter part of No- 
vember and the first part of De- 
cember, there was a united conviction 


that: 

1. An all-India Evangelical Fel- 
lowship is urgently needed. 

2. There is a field of operation 
distinct from the field covered by the 


NCC. ‘ 
3. Such a fellowship, through 
unity in Christ, might well result in a 
great outpouring of God’s Spirit in 
India. 
A convention is being called to form 
such a fellowship, meeting in Central 
India, January 16-18. 


NEWS FROM CHINA—Intense 
anti-American activity flourishes in 
China. centering in Christian univers- 
ities and high schools, founded by va- 
rious mission groups. Eleven mission 
schools in Canton are divorcing them- 
selves from American Missions. Ameri- 
can professors of Lingnan University 
in Canton are being expelled, or are 
leaving of their own accord. 

Many pastors have been forced to 
support the Communist Government, 
or went along for a way, hoping to 
return to their former spiritual posi- 
tion, and have found that they can- 
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not turn back. 

Dr. T. C. Chao, Dean of the School 
of Theology of Yenching University 
and one of the six vice-presidents of 
the World Council of Churches, had 
this to say in “The Progressive Daily,” 
of Tientsen: “In the invasion of the 
Northeast (Manchuria by United Na- 
tions) these days it is necessary to 
oppose America and help Korea. If 
we belittle America, curse America, 
and oppose America that is not con- 
trary to our Christian Faith. For Jesus 
Christ has commanded us to oppose 
sin. We Christians want to oppose the 
power of all that is evil.” 

In the December 9 issue of the 
Tien Fend Christian Weekly, there is 
an article entitled “The Church and 
Government,” written by Ting Hsiao 
Ming, evangelistic secretary of the 
Honan-Hupeh Synod. Among other 
things, he says: “Today God has given 
the power to the People’s Government. 
Our Chinese Church has already sig- 
nified through the Manifesto that we 
support to the limit the Common Pro- 
gramme, and that under the Govern- 
ment we want to oppose Imperialism, 
Feudalism and Capitalism in order to 


build up an independent and peaceful 
democracy, making strenuous efforts, 


* in spite of opposition, to build a new 


and strong China. We want to show 
that the Church stands with the New 
China Government. The three ene- 
mies of the Government are also the 
enemies of the Church. Furthermore, 
the policies set forth by the People’s 
Government as revealed in the Com- 
munists tenets as their highest ideals 
...is very close to the faith of the 
Christian Church.” 

“Communism is truly the good 
friend of the Christian Church. The 
things Communism does are the 
things the Bible taught two thousand 
years ago. Communism truly, with 
Christianity, is fulfilling the will of 
God. Therefore, the Christians, in re- 
spect to what the People’s Govern- 
ment of the Communist Party has 
commanded, ought, with determina- 
tion and all power to support and 
serve it.” 

Patriotic fervor in December devel- 
oped along three lines—condemna- 
tion of Austin’s address before the 
United Nations Assembly, on Novem- 
ber 28; calling on students to enlist 
in military training; and opposition 
to the “Voice of America’ broadcasts. 
There is much being written about the 
church being reorganized so that it 
will be a true people’s church, with- 
out any imperialistic influence in it 








HAPPY IN MICHIGAN 





M. P. Cross, State Overseer 


We read in the Book of books that 
the “steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord.” This and other scrip- 
tures have caused me to believe for 
many years that if we live as we 
should and trust in the Lord, He will 
see to it that we go where He would 
have us go. From the time my name 
was called at the General Assembly as 
overseer of Michigan, I have felt that 
the Lord was in the arrangements. In 
more than twenty years as state over- 


’ seer, part of the time in some of our 


largest (or strongest) states, I have 
never felt better over an.appointment. 


Under the preaching of our able pas- 
tors and evangelists, the Church is 
moving on for God in this state. We 
have had a gain in membership every 
month so far; and now in the first 
half of January, we have organized 


Two New Churches 


On the evening of January 3, Broth- 
ers Koshewitz, Byington, Pentecost, 
and I drove to the nice little city of 
Stockbridge to set a new church in 
order. It was terribly foggy; the news- 
casters were all warning motorists 
that the roads would be icy and ex- 
tremely dangerous. All the odds were 
against us, but we were on business 
for the King. That night we took 52 
into the Church of God, and after re- 
joicing with them a while, returned 
safely to our respective homes. Most 
of these folks had formerly been with 
a small and almost extinct Pentecostal 
group. They have an unfinished build- 
ing about 40 by 60 feet, but they have 
a mind to work, and we expect soon 
to run a picture in the Michigan Mir- 
ror of a nice finished church building 
in Stockbridge. 

On Sunday night, January 14, I 
drove out to Linden, about 17 miles 
from Flint, to organize a new church. 
This was another rough winter night. 
The freezing rain of the afternoon 
turned into blinding snow as evening 
approached. This time I was driving 
alone, with no one to push if the 
car slipped into a ditch or refused to 
start again after having to stop to let 
another car straighten up which had 
skidded crosswise on the ice-covered 
roads, blanketed by this time with 
four or five inches of snow. In spite 
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What Hinders a Christian? 


Rev. John D. McIver 


(The lack of faith) 


Heb. 11:1 (Weymouth), “Now faith 
is a confident assurance of that for 
which we hope, a conviction of the 
reality of things which we do not see.” 

We should all be confident that God 
is real and a reality and that He will 
do what He has said He would do. If 
we should ask the individual what 
he believes to be his greatest difficulty 
in his Christian walk, I believe, in- 
variably, his answer would be, “I 
haven’t enough faith. I know it is not 
God’s fault. I know the promises are 
there in the Word. I have simply failed 
to get faith. I have prayed for it; I 
have fasted for it but I don’t know 
how to get it.” This seems to be the 
conflict in the life of most Christians. 


God and His Word are one. God is 
back of every word He promises. Not 
only is He back of it, but His throne 
is back of His Word. He said, “I watch 
over my word to perform it.” Jesus 
said, “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall never pass 
away.” This is the thing that gives 
faith, the integrity of this word. Faith 
comes by hearing the Word, and un- 
derstanding it by its becoming a part 
of us. 

If only we can remember that Satan 
is a liar, and he is the god of this 
world; also we cannot depend upon 
what he says, but we can depend on 
what God says. Real faith is built on 
the Word. Faith is the result of the 
Word dwelling in us. I don’t mean 
the Word committed to memory. I 
mean the Word lived, practiced, until 
it has become a part of ourselves. We 
meditate upon it. The Word becomes 
a very part of our lives; this word of 
faith builds into us confidence and as- 
surance. 

There are many different kinds of 
faith, but the kind we need is the kind 
that brings results (things we need). 
Some have the faith of Martha; some, 
the faith of Peter; some, the faith.of 
Thomas. Some have called Him the 
way shower. He (Jesus) is the way. 


If we could realize who we are since 
we have become children of God, and 
into what position that places us, I 
think that would help us to just simply 
take God at His word, believe Him, 
trust Him, and all our needs would be 
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supplied according to His riches in 

glory. 

WHAT PRODUCES THE HIGHEST 
TYPE OF FAITH 

The first thing necessary is to know 
the integrity of the Word—to know 
that this Word is actually what it de- 
clares itself to be—a revelation from 
God to us. 

Second, it is necessary for us to 
know the actual reality of our redemp- 
tion in Christ—not as a doctrine, not 
as a philosophy, but as an actual re- 
demption out of the authority of Sa- 
tan, and that we have been, by the new 
birth, translated into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love, or, in other words, 
into the very family of God. Satan is 
a defeated foe over whom we reign 
through the name of Jesus. 

Most folk feed on pity and sympathy. 
You must overcome this silly sin. Pity 
can never help your pains. Sympathy 





John D. Mclver 


can never help you get well. Sympathy 
is only suffering with one. What you 
need is not sympathy, but substitu- 
tion. That is suffering for one. Jesus 
did not come to be your sympathizer; 
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The Stonefield Church of God in 
Mississippi has for years celebrated 
Thanksgiving Day with an all-day 
service of sermons, testimonies, and 
plenty- of good singing—a day of 
praise to God for the blessings of the 
past year. 

There were people from all over the 
district and adjoining districts. Our 
pastors and churches join with us in 
giving thanks to God. Our esteemed 
overseer, Rev. G. C. Hamby, a man 
whom everyone seems to love and ap- 
preciate, was with us. 

We were especially honored in hav- 
ing our General Overseer, Rev. H. L. 
Chesser, to bring the morning mes- 
sage, which was enjoyed by everyone. 
The timely message was wonderful 
and inspired us to higher heights and 


A GREAT DAY AT STONEFIELD, MISS. 





deeper depths. Such a sweet fellow- 
ship prevailed throughout the day. 

An offering was given for new pews 
for our church, which amounted to a 
little better than $300. 

At noon, a Thanksgiving dinner, 
with all the trimmings, was enjoyed 
by everyone. 

In the afternoon, Rev. Hamby 
brought a message which was food 
for our souls. We were stirred to go 
forth for God in a greater way. 

If Jesus tarries until another 
Thanksgiving Day, remember the 
latch is on the outside, and a cordial 
welcome awaits everyone. 

We have enjoyed five Thanksgiv- 
ings here as pastor, and we know it 
is a wonderful place and people.— 
Mrs. A. D. Gammill, Reporter. 
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A HOME MISSION STORY .. . “I Was in Prison and Ye Visited Me.” 
By HELEN BUFFINGTON, News-Tribune Staff Writer 





FLOYD PRISONERS HEAR YOUNG MINISTER—Twenty-three-year-old Gene Wilson, Rome printer who expects 
to receive an LLB degree in May, explains “the straight and narrow way” to two prisoners at the Floyd County Public 
Works Camp. Wilson visits the camp every Sunday afternoon and conducts services there on alternate Sundays. 


Believing in the maxim “there’s no 
use in cleaning out the spider web 
unless you kill the spider,” 23-year-old 
Gene Wilson picked up his Bible and 
went into the Floyd County Work 
Camp. 

That was about a year ago, and the 
young printer has missed going on only 
one Sunday since. He had been there 
previously distributing “The Church of 
God Evangel,” publication cf his 
church, and had seen on the faces 
of many of the men a need for spirit- 
ual guidance, something to cling to 
in the face of their adversities. 

“I don’t go down there out of pity,” 
Gene, a member of the North Rome 
Church of God, emphasized. “My idea 
is to help them—to help them come 
out better men than when they went 
in.” 

Referring to the maxim, he said that 
chances are unless a person “changes 
his heart” while serving a sentence, 
he will only revert to his criminal 
career again when released. 

The young native Oklahoman hears 
many words of appreciation from the 
men with whom he works and from 
the guards, indicating that the hal 
pose of his visits is being realized. 

A guard told him of one man who 
had been one of the most difficult 
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prisoners ever held at the camp, but 
who has become one of the most 
cooperative since attending the re- 
ligious services. 


HOLDS SERVICES 

Gene holds services every other Sun- 
day afternoon, with Rufus Baker, of 
the Hollywood Baptist Church, con- 
ducting on alternate Sundays. How- 
ever, Gene goes every Sunday to visit 
his friends and to give hope and en- 
couragement to them. When he holds 
services, Gene is usually accompanied 
by the Melody Trio, composed of Dot 
Hall, F. M. Moore, Jr., and Opal Gentry. 
Of approximately 60 prisoners, usually 
at least 45 attend, Gene said. 

The true Christmas spirit was much 
in evidence last Christmas when the 
young minister presented each of the 
men with a Testament, and they, in 
grateful appreciation, remembered 
their beloved young friend and his 
wife with handmade gifts. Leather 
billfolds, made in the camp by the men 
themselves and imprinted with the 
name of those to whom they were 
presented, and a handmade coffee 
table were presented Gene and Mar- 
garet. Every man, with the exception 
of two who had to work, attended the 
Christmas services. 

Sometimes the men seek Gene’s help 


with their personal problems. In one 
instance, a man from a distant state 
had been unable to get his mother 
to write, and he asked Gene to write 
her, pleading his case. 

It’s hard to believe that one young 
man just 23 years old could have ac- 
complished so much in such a brief 
span. 

But Gene is a person who believes 
that there’s no time like the present 
to do what one believes in and wants to 
do, and that no task is impossible with 
the help of the One who guides him. 

He attended Southwestern Bible In- 
stitute, Waxahachie, Texas; Lee Col- 
lege, Cleveland, Tenn., and expects to 
receive his LLB degree in May from 
LaSalle Extension University, Chicago. 
Wilson worked at many tasks to fi- 
nance his schooling. At the Institute, 
he was able to take high school, col- 
lege and Bible subjects, and in addi- 
tion worked at the cafeteria and for a 
time in a pants factory to help pay 
his tuition. He met his pretty young 
wife, the former Margaret Bradford, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Brad- 
ford, of Rome, at Lee College. They 
have a two-year-old son, Warren Dale. 

INTEREST STARTED 
Previously, Gene had worked in 
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EDITORIALS 


‘tongues’ was at the very bottom of the list. Then I 
went on and read: ‘Are all apostles? are all prophets? 
are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? have all 
gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues?’ And there- 
fore I saw that Paul clearly taught that there were 
among the believers in this wonderful gifted church, of 
which he had plainly declared in the thirteenth verse 
that every one of them was baptized with the Holy Spirit, 
some at least who did not speak with tongues. So I saw 
that the teaching that speaking with tongues was the 
inevitable and invariable result of being baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, and that any one who had not spoken with 
tongues had not been baptized with the Holy Spirit, was 
utterly unscriptural and anti-scriptural. 

“But then I was tempted to fall into another error, 


(Continued from page 3) 


of a somewhat similar character. I had read the testimony 
of John Wesley, and of Charles G. Finney, and D. L. 
Moody, and others, and I noted how all these men, when 
they were baptized with the Holy Spirit, obtained the 
gift of an evangelist, and I was tempted to say to myself, 
‘Anyone who is baptized with the Holy Spirit will have 
the gift of an evangelist.’ Now that is just as unscriptural 
as to say that everyone who is baptized with the Holy Spirit 
will speak with tongues. If God has called a man into 
the work of an evangelist, and he is baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, then doubtless he will have the gift of 
an evangelist, but if God has called him to some other 
work he will have some other power or gift, which will 
fit him for the work to which God has called him.” 




















WHAT HINDERS THE CHRISTIAN? 
(Continued from page 13) 


He came to be your substitute. There 
are those who glory in their sickness 
and disease. Every time they have a 
pain they call for the minister. When 
he gets out of bed in the cold and goes 
and prays, they will sometime say, 
when he gets ready to leave, “Well, 
brother, keep praying for me that 
God will heal me.” They have, by their 
action, disannulled all that God had 
done for them by asking the minister 
to keep on praying. If the first prayer 
had been seasoned with faith, they 
would not have asked him to keep 
praying. 

Disease is defeated by our confession 
of the Word. “He sent his word, and 
healed them,” Psalm 107:20. 1 Peter 
2:24, “By his stripes ye were healed.” 
There are many scriptures that could 
be used. If we will put God first in all 
that we do, act, or think, we will not 
be hindered in running the race for 
God. 

2 Tim. 4:6, 8, “For I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight. I have finished my course. 
I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness which the Lord the 
righteous Judge shall give me at that 
day, and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” 

Dear reader, be faithful in all things 
that He hath called us to do. 





HAPPY IN MICHIGAN 
(Continued from page 12) 


of the unfavorable conditions, we set 
the church in order that evening. I 
am sure there are others who will 
join this group for a new soui-saving 
station in that community (and I may 
add that, although I saw several cars 
battered and stranded, the Lord let 
me get back home safe and happy). 
These two churches, along with the 
continual monthly increase, give us 
more than 12% per cent increase in 
membership. 
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Youth Outlook 

Beginning with January 1, we were 
able to secure the full-time services 
of Brother W. W. Pentecost as state 
youth director. He has already out- 
lined a program throughout the State 
for youth conventions and rallies, and 
the youth work is rapidly taking on 
new interest. In fact, you can just feel 
the spirit of this work fairly bubbling 
in your soul as you associate with 
them. We are expecting the greatest 
year in the history of the State in 
our youth work right here in Michigan, 
where the Church of God Young Peo- 
ple’s Endeavor began more than twen- 
ty years ago. 
Financial Outlook 

Never before in the history of the 
State have we been where the tithes 
coming to state headquarters amount- 
ed to as much as $1,000, but since last 
Assembly it has been our pleasure to 
find the tithes adding up to more 
than $1,000 at the close of four dif- 
ferent months. Thus it is Michigan’s 
pleasure to join with her big sisters 
in contributing 2% per cent of the 
tithes to the general evangelistic cam- 


paign. 
General Outlook 
With a group of talented and conse- 
crated ministers and laymen working 
so harmoniously together, it is easy to 
foresee that if the Lord tarries just a 
few more months, Michigan is going to 
push her way up into the next higher 
bracket so that she will be listed with 
a different group of states. Of course, 
if the Lord comes after us before then, 
we shall meet the rest of the faithful 
in that land where there will be no 
“brackets,” no “work,” no state lines, 
no “tithing,” no snow and ice, and NO 
ENDING OF THE YEARS. 


A HOME MISSION STORY 
(Continued from page 14) 


Cannon City Colo., as a pipe worker, 
and there he had an opportunity to 
talk with a group of prisoners. It was 
perhaps in faraway Colorado that his 
interest in the often-neglected men 
was ignited. 

The young minister has preached 
in eight states and helped organize 
at least two Young People’s Endeavor 
organizations. He served at San Diego, 
Calif., and Pensacola, Fla., with the 
Navy during World War II. Gene is 
now a printer, working as a floorman 
at the News-Tribune. 

He came to Rome from Arizona and 
worked for a time in the shipping 





department of a local meat packing’ 
company. He has been at the News- 
Tribune for three years. 

In addition to visiting “the stock- 
ade” every Sunday, Gene also calls on 
those at the city and county jails and 
he and Margaret carry candy bars to 
the inmates of the Floyd County Home. 

Anyone passing the Wilson residence 
at 4:30 in the morning is likely to see 
the lights burning—Gene rises at that 
time to study his correspondence 
courses which will lead to the LLB de- 
gree in May. 

But when he receives the long 
awaited degree, Gene doesn’t expect 
to leave Rome nor to forget his friends 
in the prison camp. He’ll continue go- 
ing down every Sunday telling these 
sometimes-forgotten members of the 
human race such stories as that of 
One who died between two thieves, 
but who forgave the one who asked, 
and of the Good Samaritan, of which 
there is certainly no better example 
than Gene Wilson.—Courtesy of Rome 
News-Tribune, Rome, Georgia. 


LONG DISTANCE REPORT OF 
GREAT REVIVAL AT 
LUMBERTON, N.C, 


Pastor Carr Mercer, of the Lumber- 
ton, N. C., Church of God, called your 
editor on the morning of the 6th to 
report that a revival such as Lumber- 
ton had never known began on the 
night of January 28 under the evan- 
gelistic ministry ‘of A. V. Childers, of 
Asheville, N. C. During the first week 
no less than 375 sought spiritual ex- 
periences at the altar. Brother Mercer 
said that it was impossible at the time 
to tell exactly how many had been 
saved, sanctified, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost. He was of the opinion 
that the campaign would run about 
four weeks. 








REVIVAL 


BRECKENRIDGE, Texas. — The 
Church of God here has had a won- 
derful 2 weeks’ youth revival, in which 
there were 3 saved, 4 sanctified, 6 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
one added to the church. The saints 
were revived. The Holy Ghost was 
manifested to all in great power. The 
evangelist was our good pastor, Rev. 
James McNeese, who preached the 
Word wonderfully. We truly praise 
and thank God for His wonderful 
presence in these services.—Mrs. C. E. 
Horton, Reporter. 
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—) ao FINGERS 


ere are six large, beautifully colored pictures of favorite 

Bible scenes — cleverly die-cut into designs of distinc- 

tive religious significance: the cross, the anchor, the chal- 

ice, etc. Each picture measures 8X10, is exquisitely done 

in pleasing colors, varnished to a brilliant luster, and mounted 

on a heavy cardboard backing. Each comes in a protective 
semitransparent envelope. 

Sacred Art Picture Puzzles teach while they entertain! 
Ideal for Christmas distribution; for personal gifts; for 
Sunday school awards; for busy work in school, Sunday 
school, and vacation Bible school; or for pleasant, purpose- 
ful, and profitable stay-at-home diversion. Order by number. 


No. 4705 No. 4708 
Jesus the Good Shepherd The Birth of Jesus 


No. 4706 No. 4709 
Jesus Blessing Little Children Jesus Stilling the Storm 


No. 4707 No. 4710 
The Good Samaritan Jesus in Gethsemane 


Price: Each, 15 cents; dozen, $1.50, and postage 
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